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Applicant's or agent's file reference 
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Intema'Jc" ' 'l - [a^^ 

{dcyimontiuyea.-, March 2005 (07. 03 .2005) 



Applicant 

AMERICAN ONLINE, INC 



1^ llieappKMnt is bereby notified tf- 




and die written opiniini of the In 



Tlw time limit for filitig 
search report. 

Wliere? Directly » the Inlemarional Bureau of WIPO, 34 chemin des Colombettes 
!2I I Geneva 20, SwiKerland, Facsimile No.: (41-22) 338.82.70. 

For nore detailed iiutructiou, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 

[ I The appNcant is hereby notified thai no intemitionat search report will be established and that the declaration under 
Article 1 7(2)(i) to that effect and the written opinion of the biteinatianal Searching Aufhorily are transmitted herewith. 

I I With regard to the proteat against payment of (an) additional fce(a) under Rule 40.2, the applicant is notified that: 

I I the protest together with the decision thereon has been tiansmiaed to the Intenaiional Bureau together with the applicant's 

request to forward the tacts of both the protest and the decisioii thereon to the designated Offices. 
r~| no decision has been made yet on the protest; the applicant will be neitifled as soon as a decision is made. 
limiiDders 

Shortly after the expiration of 18 months from the priority date, the iittematioDal applicaiion will be published \^ the International 
Bureau, if the applicant wishes to nvwd or postpone publicaiion, a notice of withdrawal of the intenaiioial qrpliealion, or of the 
priority claim, must reach the International Bureau as provided in Rules QOAis. 1 and 9a<us.3, respectively, before die completion of the 
technical preparations for iniemstioDal publication. 

The applicant may submit conuaents on an infbnnal basis on the written opinion of the faitemational Searching Authority to the 
bitemational Bureau. The Intenutiooal Bureau will send a copy of such comments to all designated Ofliccs unless an inlcniational 
preliminary examination report has been or is to be established. These conraenu would also be made available to the public but not 
before (he expiration of 30 months ftom the priority date. 

Within 19 montlis from the priority date, but only in re^jcci of some desgnated Offices, a demand Got intematioaal pieltminary 
examination must be filed if the applicant wishes to postpone the entry into the national phase UBtil 30 months from the priority date 
(in some OjCTices even later); otherwise, the applicant must, witlrin 20 mimUia tstm the priority date, pedbrm the pfeacrOMd acts for 
'^tiy into the national phase before those designated Offices. 

In respect of other designated Onices, tiie time limit of 30 mmitbs (or later) will apply even if no demand is filed witliin 1 9 months. 
See the Annex to Form PCT/lB/301 and, for details about the applicable time limits, Office fay OfRce, see the PCT Applicant 's Guide, 
Volume II, National Chapters and the WIPO Internet site. 



Name and mailing address of the ISA/ US 
Mail Slop PCT. Attn: ISA/US 
Commissioner ibr Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alenmdria. Viigmia 22313-1450 

Facsimile Nft (571) 273-3201 

Form PCT/ISA/220 (January 2004) 



AutlxMized officer 



Telephone No. 571-272-3868 



(See nota on cceompanying shea) 
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PCX 



NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT AND 
THE WRriTBN OPINION OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
SEARCHING AUTHORITY, OR THE DECLARATION 

(PCT Rule 44.1) 



15 FEB 2005 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 

06975-483WO1 



FOR FURTHER ACTION See paragraphs 1 and 4 below 



inteniational filing date 

(day/monih/year) 07 Match 2005 (Q7.Q3.2005) 



The applicant is hereby notilied that the international search report and the wrineo Opinion of the Intemaiioiuil Seucbing Authority 
have been established and are transmilied herewith. 

Filing ofamcndtnents and statement under Article 19: 

The applicant is entitled, if he so wishes, to amend the claims of the inteiTHlional application (see Rule 46): 



When? The time limit for filing Euch at 



w from the dale of transmittal of the iaietnational 



Where? Directly lo (he Intemational Bureau of WtPO, 34 chemin des 

12] 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland, Facsimile No.: (41-22) 338.82.70. 



The applicant is hereby notified that no in 
Article 17(2Xa) to that effect and th 



With regard to the protest against payment of (an) additional lfae(8) under Rale 40.2, the applicant 1$ notified that: 

I j the protest together with the decision thenon has been transmitted to the International Bureau together with the applicant's 

request to forward the texts of both thepiottsl and the decision thereon to the designated Offices. 
I I no decision has been made yet on the protest; the applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 



IS fiom the priori ly date, the intemational application will be published by liie International 
I or postpane publication, a notice of withdrawal of the in 



Shortly after the expiration of II m 
Bureau. If the applicant wishes to i . . . 

priority claim, mnst reach the hitemational Bureau as provided in Rides 906b'.l and 906is.3, respectively, before tlu completion of the 
technical preparations for intemational publication. 

The applicant may submit comments an an infomial basis on the wrinen opinion of the Menutional Searching Authority to the 
intenrational Bureau. The Intenuitional Bureau will send a copy of such cooimenis in all designated Offices utiless an intenmtional 
preliminary examination report has been or is to be establislied. These ooounents would also be made available to the public hot not 
befone the expiration of 30 months from the priority date. 

Wi±in 19 naoBths fhrni the priority date, but only in respect of some designated Offices, a demand for international prdiminaiy 
examination must be filed if the applicant wishes to postpone the entry into the national phase until 34 months from the priority date 
(in some Offices even later); otherwise, the applicant must, within 20 months flroffl the priority dale, perform the prescribed acts for 
entry into the nauonal phase b^re those designated Offices. 

In respect of other designated Offices, the lime limit ofao auuulu (or lam) wOl apply even if no demand is filed widiin 19 months. 
See the Annex to Form PCT/IB/301 and, for delaihi about the applicable time limits. Office by CWfice, see the PCTAppliaast 's Guide, 
Volume n, N ational Oiapters and the WlPO faitenaet site. 
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Commissioner Tor Patents 
P.O. Box 14S0 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 ' 
FacsimileNo. (571) 273-3201 



Authorized ofTicer 



Telephone No. 571-272-3868 



Form PCT/ISA/220 (January 2004) 



{See notes on accompanying sheet) 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 
(PCT Article 18 and Rules 43 and 44) 



Ai^licant's or agent's file reference 
06975-483 WOl 


FOR FURTHER see Fo™ PCTASAQM 

ACTION BS weU as, where ipplieable, i«em 5 betow. 


International application No. 

PCTAJS05/07204 


International filing date {day/monih/year) 
07 March 2005 (07.03.2005) 


OS March 2004 (05.03.2004) 



Applicant 

AMERICAN ONLINE, INC. 



This international search report has been prepared by this International Searching Authorit]^ and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 1 8. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 

This international search report consists of a total of VL- sheets. 

^1 It is also accompanied by a copy of ea^ prior art docuinent cited in this report. 



Bads of the Report 

a. With rega rd to the laaguaee, the international search was cairied out on the basis of: 
^Xl the intematiDnal application in the language in '^ich it was filed. 

I I a translation of the international application into , which is the language 

of a translation furnished for the purposes of intemational search (Rules I2J(a) and 23. 1(b)) 
With regard to any nucleotide and/or aniiaa ^cid sequence disclosed in the intenutionBl application, see Box No. I. 
Certain cbdnis were fouMi uuearchable (See Box No. II) 
Unity of invention is tacldng (See Box No. Ill) 
With regard to tiie title; 

^ the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

I 1 the text has been established by this Authority to read as follovra: 



With regard to the abstract, 

I ] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

I/KI the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box No. IV. The applicant 
may, within one month fram Che date of mailii^ of this intemational seardi report, submit comments to this Aitdiority. 

With regard to the drawings, 

the figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figtuv No. 1 
as suggested by the applicant. 

as selected by this Authority, because the applicant fiiiled to suggest a figure. 

as selected by this Authority, because this figure better characterizes the invention. 

1. Q none of the figures is to be published wifli die abstract 



Form PCT>ISA/2]0 (first sheet) (April 2005) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 
PCr/US05/07204 



Bia IV TEXT OF THE ABSTRACT (Cwitinuatiin of Itnn 5 «f the first sbect) 



The technical features nientioiKd in the abstract do not include a reference sign between parentheses (PCT Rule 8. 1(d))- 
NEWABSniACT 

Organizing a participxit list includes maintaining a participant list of users of an electronic conimunications system to be used by a 
first user of the electronic communications systenrt Communications strengths between the first and each of the usera included in the 
participant list are determined (320) (325). The users included in the participant list are organized based on teh corresponding 
communications strengths. Communications strengths may be detennined for users included in s group within the participant list, and 
the user within the group may be organized within the group based on cDmmuication strength. An additional group in the paiticipanl list 
in which some or all of the users included in the participant list aic org/amxeA based on communications strengths may be provided. 
Additional users may be added to the participant list, based on the communicatians strengths between the first user and the additional 
users (330). New useirs may be added to the participant list in response to notificBtioiis of the new users th^ are sent to the first user 
(335). identifiers included in the participant list may be categorized into groups within the participant based on attributes associated 
with the identifiers (340). 



rorm PCT/lSA/21 0 (condnuation of first sheet(3)) (April 2005) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 




Intonatiooal applicat 
PCT/US05rt)7204 


on No, 


A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

JPC(7) : G06F 15/10 

US CL : 709/206 
According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national clas 


sificaiion and IPC 




B. FIELDS SEARCHED 


Minimuin documentation searched (ctassilication system fallowed by classifi 
US. : 709/204,207; 707/1, 3; 705/1 


^'an symbols) 





Donunentation searched other than minimum documeoUtion to dK extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data 
Please See Continuation Sheet 


base and, where practicable, search tetms used) 


C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 


Caiegory* 




Relevant to claim No. 


Y.P 
Y,P 
Y.P 
Y.P 


US 2005/0050143 Al (GUSTER et al.) (03 Man* 2005 (03.03.2005)), Abstract, Figures 3-<. 
page I, paragraph [0009]. 

US 2004/0215721 Al (SZETOetal.)(28 October 2004 (28.1 0.2004)), Figuie 4, page 3, 
pontgraph [0034]. 

US 2004/DI22810 Al (MAYER) (24 June 2004 (24.06.2004)), Abstract, paragraph [0091]. 

US 2004/01 17443 At (BARSNESS) (17 June 2004 (17.05.2004)), Abstract, page 5, 
paragraphs [00«5]-[0047]. 


1-119 

37-40.48-89.116-119 
1-142 
48-83,120-142 


1 1 Furthcrdocumentsare listed in the continuation of Box C. [ | 


See patent family annex. 


'A" dKiii»nldefimngtlKaBKidilitearilButiididiBnMn>iBida«lU)1icar 
putinlariclmin 

"X- 

-E" eaTfierapplkat»ni>r|aicnt|iiMiUM<m<irifkrbkikn]ii^^ 

'V dccmiKntwIik^ may Anw doubts m priority ctaiiii(s> or wlm^ 

csiablish lhepiiblicsnMdaleofancilherEiUlHaiirallKrspHnlicaoii(u "Y* 

"0" docnwnlrefeiringlaniinldisckisiiK, iise,«ihn)ilnnarodierinEBB 

-r docuiTKnlpublislKdpriarlDlhiiiittrailinBllilngdaielwtUtErtf^ 
priority date claimed 


lilerdnaiinBiitpublBlKdiBcrdie hNcnnlioiuliiliBEdato or priority 
principle or flmy undntjriiw die invaiiian 

coosideicd novel orcaimoi Ik coniiilned to iiwlve as inventive step 

docutnoit oFpinicidir lelennoc; the chnal imcnljbn cannot be 


Date of the actual completion of the intemational search 

07 February 2006 (07.02.2006) 


Date of mailing of the intemational search report 


Name and mailing address of the ISA/US 
Mail Stop PCT, Atfti: ISA/US 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginb 22313-1450 
Facsimile No. (571) 273-3201 


Authorized officer . 
Telephone No. 571-27t3868 



Foim PCT/ISA/2 1 0 (second sheet) (April 2005) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



PCnyUS05/07204 



Continuation of B. FIELDS SEARCHED Item 3: 
EAST Search; 

Search tenns: maintaining, categorizing, sorting, organizing, attendee, 



attendants, participants, buddy lists, friends, users, instant messaging 



Form PCr/ISA/21 0 (extra sheet) (April 2005) 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

From the 

I NTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 

To: 



W, KARL RENNER 

FISH & RICHARDSON P.C 

1425 K STREET, N.W., I ITH FLOOR 

WASHINGTON. DC 20005-3500 



PCT 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



(PCT Rule 436iy.l) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 

06975-483 WO I 



FOR FtRTHER ACTION 

See paragraph 2 below 



Intemati<»ial application No. 
PCT/US05;07204 



Intenia;tioiial filing date (day/monthfyear) 
07 March 2005 (07.03^005} 



Priority date {day/month/year) 
05 March 2004 (05.03.2004) 



Intemalianal Patent ClassificatioR (IPC) or berth national classificatioQ and IPC 
1PC(7): G06F 15/16 and US CI.; 70ft706 



Applicant 
AMERICAN ONUNE. INC. 



I . This opinion contains mdicabons relating to the following items: 



n 


Box Nh li 


□ 


BotNo^UI 


□ 


Box No. IV 




Box No. V 


□ 


Box No. VI 


□ 


Box No. VII 


□ 


Box No. VIII 



Basis of Ihe opinion 
Priority 

Non-Bstoblishment of opinion with regard to novehy, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 



Rule 43friV.l(a)(i) with regard to novdiy, inventive step or ii 




Certain docuinents cited 
Certain defects in the 

Certain observations on the inteman'oiMl applicaiion 

2. FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will be considered to be a written opinion of ihe 
International PrelinwHry Examining Authority ("IPEA") except that fliis does not apply where the applicant chooses an 
Authority idher than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notified the International Bureau under Rule ^.\bis(b) 
that written opinions of this International Searching Authority will not be so considered. 

[f this opinion is, as pravided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant is mviled to submit to the 
[PEA a written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of 3 months fiom the date of mailing 
of Form PCT/ISA/220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, whichever expires later. 
For further options, see Foma PCTflSA/220. 

3. For further details, see notes to fomi PCT/ISA/220. 



Name and mailing address of the ISA/ US 
Mail Stop PCT, Atm: ISA/US 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia223I3-i450 

Facsimile No. (571) 273-3201 

Forni PCT/ISA/237 (cover sheet) (April 2005) 



Date of completion of this opinion 
07 Fcbtuaiy 2006 (07.02.2006) 



Telephone No. 571-272-3868 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



Intemational application No. 

PCT/USO5/072O4 



Box No. I Basis of this opinion 

1. Willi regard to the langoaBe, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 
1^ the intranational applicatioa in the language in which it was Hied 

I I a translation of the international qiplication into , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of 

intemationBl seaidi (Rules 12.3(a> and 23.1(b)). 

2. With regard to any aiideolide and/or amfaio acid sequence disclosed in the inlemationa] application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the basis oi: 

a. type of material 

I I a sequence listing 

I I tab]e(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 
I I on paper 

I I in electronic form 

c. timeof fiiing/fumishing 

] I contained in the intematianal application as filed. 

I I filed together with the international application in electronic form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. 1 I In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or tablc(s) relating dwreto has been filed 
or furnished, the required statements that the infonnation in Uie subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the 
application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 



Form PCT/lSA/237(Box No. I) (April 2005) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



international plication No. 
PCT/US05/072Q4 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43 6is.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, Inventtve step or Industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) Claims 1-142 ^YES 

Claims NONE ^NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 1-142 YES 

Claims NONE NO 

Industrial applicability (lA) Claims 1-142 ^YES 

Claims NONE NO 



2. Citations and explanations: 

Claims 1 - 1 42 meet the criteria set out in PCX Article 33(2)-(3), because the prior art {e.g., Ouster et al. , Szefo et al., May«r, Bareness) 
do not teach or fairly suggest a method of passively populating a list of participants of an electronic communications, the method 
comprising: maintaining a participant list of users of an electionic communications system to be used by a user of the electronic 
communications; identi^ing existing users of the electronic communications system that are known to the user; deteraiining a 
coinmunication streng^ between the user and each of the identified exisring users; and designating the identified existing users widi die 
highest communications strengths for addition to the paiticipant list. 



Claims 1-142 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(4), aiid thus this claimed invention has industrial applicability because die 
subject matter claimed can be made or used in computer industry. 



Form PCT/ISA/237 (Box Ko. V) (April 2005) 



NOTES TO FORM PCT/I5A/220fconlinue<l) 



The letrer must indji:s<c Ibe diffemice& bemeen Uit claims as filed and the claims as amended, h must, in 
panicular. indicaie. m coiiiiKiion wuh each claim tfpanns >n ihe inieimtignal applicalion (it being mdeislood 
thai ideniical indicaiiocB cDncemine several claims may be jrouped). wheiher 
0} the ctaini is unclengcd. 
(lij ihe claim is caiicelled; 
tiui Ihe claim is ncv.: 

i;vi ihe claim replacei one or more claimi as riled. 

1 1 ) die claim is the lesuli of the division or a claim k Hied. 
T he rallbwinenajoiplesillasinile ihe manner in which aoiearthnenfs must be eaplaineir in theaccoBpanying 
letter: 

] [Where onginilly there were -IS claims ird after arnendro=nl of some claims there are ^1 J: 

"Clairrs 1 to 2*3. 31 . 32. 34. 35. 31 ro replaced by aroeoded claims bcanng ihe same numbers; 

claims 30. j3 SJid 36 unchanged, new claims 49 lo ,^1 added " 
; [Where oneinijly there were 13 claims and after amendment of all claims there are I I]- 

"Claims I 10 I ? replaced by amended cljims I lo H 
.' (Where orjginaJly there were 14 claims and the amcndrocnis tonsisl rn cancelling some clanns and in 

adding neu claims): 

'■Qajnis I 10 6 and 14 unchangird. claims 7 to IJcancilkd. new claims IS. I6and 17addc<i."oi 
"Oajms 7 to I ? cancelled, ne* claimi I fi. I (S and 1 ad<ted; all othei clain>s unchanged " 

- (Where varoui kinds of aracndmcnis arc made) 

■■Claims l-IO unchanged, claims II lo 13. IS and I "J .ranciHed. claims 14. 15 and 16 replaced b>' amended 
claim lA. .-Utm ; 7 subdivided mio amended claims J.-'. !6and 17, new claims 20 and 2 1 added' 

-SlawmenJ under Article 19(1)" (Rule 46.4) 

The amendnicnis aiay be accompanied by a suiemeni explajinJtts the amendmcats and indicaling any impaci 
ihai such atnendmEnls liiigbt have on the description and the drawings (which cannot be amended under 
Anicle |9|I)» 

The scanenteni wi[] be publisbed vilh ihe international application and tbc amended claims. 
It must beta the tanguiee in wbkh Ihe InicriutioBal apiklkjrian is la be publiriMd. 

It must be bner. n<Ql exceediiig SOO words if in Eriglish or if sanslaied into English. 

Ii should not bi conliised with and Axs nai replace ihc letzer indtcaling Ihe dillbienees bcfween the claims 
as filed and as amended U musi be I'litd on s separate sheet and must be idenli/icd as such by a heading, 
preferably by usiog the words •'Slateraeni under AupcIc I9( i)-" 

It may noi coniam any disparaging commenis on (he irccrnaiional search repon or the relevance of citations 
contained in Uiat nepon Reference to citations, rclevam lo a given claim, coniamcd in the intemalianBl searcti 
report may hi tnjjr only in ecKiniKiton v. iih an amendment of thai claiir 



Consequence if a demand fiw international preliminary examination has already been Hied 

If. ai the lime of filing any atnendmenis and any accompajiying siaiemcn), under Article 19, a demand for 
:niemaiionar preliminary examination has already been rubrruiled. rhe applicant must preferably, at the time of 
Tiling the amfnd.-nents (and any jtatemeni) ivrlh the Intcr-ialconai Bureau, also file with the Jiuemaiianal 
PrEJimjnary Etaitining Aulhonry a copy of such amendmeois [and of any statenneju) and, where required, a 
iranslatTon of such amendments for ibe procedure before that Auihoniy [see Rules 35.i(a) and 62.2, first 
lenience) For fiaiher infonnaipon. sec ihe rJoies lo ihe deioand form (PCT/I PEA/40 1). 



Cansequence with regard In translation af the international applicaiian for entry into the national phase 

The apphcans'i anennon is drawn lo the faci ihat, upon er.iry into the national phase, a iranslaBon of the 
claims as amenOsd under Article 19 may have lo be Amished to the dcsignated/^elECteil Offices, instead of, or 
m addiiion lo. iti-t iranslaiion of the claims js filed. 

For ftiiihcr deiai:s on the retjiiiremcnis of each designated ciccied OfTice. sec the PCT Applianii s Guide, 
Volume II 



SolL-slo For:, n T IS.A.?;- 



..mdsbcKl) (Juh mn i-rrr ^pnl^-Ci 



